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Quantification

Quantifiers

Predicative quantifiers, taking a predicate with -a: m@man ‘all’;
maxxe ‘all’; ceye ‘other’; oyextp ‘any’

Nominal quantifiers, governing genitive -N: A0YPTaX ‘each, every’

Adjectival quantifiers: oyex ‘a, some’; oyaTTo ‘entire, whole’; eic
‘another’; o ‘all’

Independent quantifiers: GMMA-roY ‘everyone’; @oel-roy ‘'some’;
OY€EX ‘anyone, someone’; kexxo ‘all’
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Quantification

Quantifiers

Tayka MO®aNNO ‘in all time’

OYKOYN AOYPTaX ‘each day’

(1)

(2)

(3) ewcoy eprane ‘another kingdom’

(4) xocmoct oyaTToza ‘in the entire world’
(5)

@oeroyx ‘some people’
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Quantification

Predicative Quantifiers

Predicative Quantifiers can also mark an entire relative clause. They
follow the relative clause.

(6) L 107.7-9 enw [e1]accana aika AeNSICNA MDM[a]uKa\
KENDKa TekKa TI00ectK[aN\\

el-Io ei-as-s-an-a ai-ka

now-LOC know-TR-PST2-3PL-PRED 1SG-ACC

den-j-is-in-a missan-ka kello-ka tek-ka
give>1-PLACT-PST2-2/3SG-PRED all-AcCc  all-ACC 3PL-ACC
tij-j-es-i-ka

give>2/3-PLACT-PFV.PST2-1SG-ACC

‘Now they know that everything you gave me | gave all to them.
(In 17:7-8)

N.B. the embedded verb will look like a main verb!
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Quantification

Universal Quantifiers

Universal quantifiers (‘all,” ‘every’) can move to the beginning of the
sentence, leaving the relative clause behind, while receiving the emphasis
marker -cin:

(7) P.QI'14..12-14 Zpipa MO@ANA{E}CR" AIRTANE TICTEYAON
AIMENTANO EANENTOYAO KICKIANO®

an-ir-a missan-a-sin  ai-a-gille

live-PRS-PRED all-PRED-EMP 1SG-DAT-ALL

pisteu-I-&-on di-men-ta-lo ellen-gou-lo
believe-PRS.DET-NOM-TOP die-NEG-NEG-FOC eternity-PL-LOC
kiskillo

until.LOC

‘All living beings who believe in me do not die until eternity” (Jn
11:26)
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Verbal Predicates

Verbal predicates in a main clause are marked with predicate marker -2,
which functions as the main distinctive feature between main clauses
and subordinate clauses:

(8) amorrAnon TecNA
apogg-il--lon pes-in-a
boatsman-DET-NOM-TOP speak-PRS.2/3SG-PRED
‘The boatsman speaks.

(9) amorrAxaon mec

apogg-il--lon pes-in
boatsman-DET-NOM-TOP speak-PRS.2/3SG

1

‘While the boatsman speaks, ...
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Nominal Predicates

Nominal predicates are marked with a predicate marker -a, but in a
subordinate clause they feature an auxiliary:

(10) amorrAnon Ordano’

apogg-il--lon ogj-a-lo
boatsman-DET-NOM-TOP man-PRED-FOC

‘The boatsman is a man.

(11) amorrixon Orda emi:

apogg-il-@-lon ogj-a ein-in
boatsman-DET-NOM-TOP man-PRED be-PRS.2/3SG

‘While the boatsman is a man, ...’



NubiaFEST 2020 Old Nubian Crash CourseDay 3 — Quantification, Predication, Person

Distributivity of Predicate Marker

The predicate marker is the only distributive morpheme in Old Nubian:

(12) amOrrANON OYATPa TECNA

apogg-il--lon oulgr-a pes-in-a
boatsman-DET-NOM-TOP hear-PRED speak-PRS.2/3SG-PRED

‘The boatsman listens and speaks.

(13) AMOTrTANON XPICTIANOCA OTGANO"

apogg-il-F-lon khiristianos-a  ogj-a-lo
boatsman-DET-NOM-TOP Christian-PRED man-PRED-FOC

‘The boatsman is a Christian man.
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Converbs

A converb is a verb without person or tense marking, but with a
predicate marker. Its interpretation always depends on the
tense/person/aspect of the main verb.

(14) amOrTANON OYATPa TIECNA

apogg-il--lon oulgr-a pes-in-a
boatsman-DET-NOM-TOP hear-PRED speak-PRS.2/3SG-PRED

‘The boatsman listens and speaks.
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Converbs

In storytelling, converbs are used to convey a sequence of actions:

(15) M 11.2-6 TaPON CaAEN TANK OYNNOA MAPIAN EIFONIANE FOYAIAA
KI& OYOYa MECCNA”
tar-&-on nal-en till-ik ounn-ol
3SG-NOM-TOP see-PFV.PRS.2/3sG God-ACC bear-PST1
maria-n  eigon-gille goudal-a  ki-a ouou-a
Mary-GEN icon-ALL run-PRED come-PRED shout-PRED
pes-s-n-a
speak-PST2-2/3SG-PRED

‘When he saw it, he ran to the image of Mary Theotokos and
shouted.
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Converbs

(16) M 12.13-16 CCCOY MHNAEION MaN €TTR COTAO GOPa Ki& MadKKa
KMM2" OOKPCNA

nissou mena-J-eion man eitt-in nog-lo
holy Menas-NOM-TOP DEM.DIST woman-GEN house-LOC
Jor-a ki-a saak-ka  kimm-a

go-PRED come-PRED door-ACC hit-PRED

00k-ir-s-n-a

call-TR-PST2-2/3SG-PRED

‘Saint Menas went to the house of that woman, knocked on the
door, and called her!
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Applicatives

There are two special converb construction with the donative verbs aen
‘to give to me/us’ and Tp ‘to give to someone else’. Together with a
converb, they create an applicative construction.

(17)

(18)

ATMOTTANON COKKa €1TKa ToYypa THNNA

apogg-il--lon nok-ka eit-ka gouf-a
boatsman-DET-NOM-TOP house-ACC woman-ACC build-PRED
tin-n-a

give>2/3-PRS.2/3SG-PRED

‘The boatsman builds a house for the woman.
ATIOTTANON COKKa (aTKa) roYPa AENNA"

apogg-il--lon nok-ka ai-ka goufi-a
boatsman-DET-NOM-TOP house-ACC 1SG-ACC build-PRED
den-n-a

give>1-PRS.2/3SG-PRED

‘The boatsman builds a house for me.
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Person

Personal Pronouns and Clitics

There are several ways to mark person in a clause: independent personal pronouns, possessor
prefixes, and subject clitics.

Long Short Kinship Subject  Subject ‘Old’ Subject
pronoun pronoun | poss. clitic clitic (IMP) | clitic

1sG al€l, a10Y al a- -1 - -

2sa €1P1, EIPOY ep 1- -N -1 -uh

3sa TaPl, TAPOY TP Ta(p)- | -N -1l -

1PL.INCL €P1, €EPOY(?) €p - -0Y -aM -

1pL.EXCL | OYE€l, OYOY oy - -0Y -aM -

2pL OYPL, OYPOY  OYP - -0Y -(a)n -K€

3pPL TEPL, TEPOY  TEP - -aN -(a)n -




NubiaFEST 2020 Old Nubian Crash CourseDay 3 — Quantification, Predication, Person

Person

Subject Clitics

Subject clitics developed from independent pronouns and got
incorporated into the verbal complex. This is a common process
throughout Nilo-Saharan languages:
1sG 1 < a1

2/3sG -n, cf. Midob 2sG pronoun iin, 3SG pronoun oon

1/2pPL -oy < ov(p)
3PL -an, cf. Midob 3PL pronoun annga
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Person

Subject Clitics

Old Nubian is a pro-drop language, which means that the subject does
not need to be expressed explicitly by a noun phrase.

Subject clitics appear when there is a subject gap, either because the
subject has been dropped or because it has been topicalized:

(19) amorrinon mecni

apogg-il-o- pes-in-a
boatsman-DET-NOM-TOP speak-PRS.2/3SG-PRED

‘The boatsman speaks.
(20) mecna-

pes-in-a
speak-PRS.2/3SG-PRED

‘He/she/it speaks.

Imperatives always have a subject clitic.
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Person

Subject Clitics

When the subject is overt, person is usually not marked on the verb:

(21) amorrX mecpa-

apogg-il-& pes-ir-a
boatsman-DET-NOM speak-PRS-PRED

‘The boatsman speaks.
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Person

‘Old" Subject Clitics

Remnants of an older person marking system, only survives for second
singular and plural persons. This shows that Northern East Sudanic
languages went through successive cycles of pronoun incorporation:

(22)

0 T W

Appeals: onTakparoye-ke ‘Beloved!

Questions: aayema-i/ke ‘Are you (sg/pl) great?’
Affirmatives: efna-au/xke ‘You (sg/pl) are!
Jussives: anka-un/nke ‘May you (sg/pl) remember!’
Vetitives: ankaTa-mu/nke ‘Don't (sg/pl) remember!’
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‘Old" Subject Clitics

(23)

P.QlI 1 7.i.7-9 en TPITA®" ecra€g[rJoyeke’ eKKAAPIKa
€10€00ANNACID” TAM[EXN]O MTECOKKON TIGOANTANKE

ein trit-1o ennae-goue-ke

DEM.PROX manner-LOC brother.PL.PRED-PL.PRED-2PL
eikkidd-ri-ka eijejj-ann-a-so tame-lo
prophesy-PL-ACC zealous-IMP.2/3PL-PRED-COMM tongue-LOC
pes-ok-k-on tijjan-ta-nke

speak-PST1-ACC-TOP forbid-NEG-JUS.PL

‘Thus, brothers, be zealous in prophesies, and do not forbid the
one who has spoken in tongues!" (1 Cor 14:39)
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Person

Long Personal Pronouns

Long personal pronouns are used for:

(24) Emphasis
Address
Qualification

Basis for locative and dative

> o0 T oo

Basis for long genitive
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Person

Long Personal Pronouns

Emphasis (clitic doubling):

(25)

K 26.10-12 una €1poy TAANO roex{n} aayemal:/

mn-a eirou-@  till-ilo goeian
what-PRED 25G-NOM God-LOC than
dauei-n-a-i
great-PRS.2/3SG-PRED-25G

‘Are you greater than God?’
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Person

Long Personal Pronouns

Address (questions, commands, direct appeals):

(26) P.QI 1 4.i.2-3 coax €Ipt €ANO AOYaP[2] ENKAN AN ECLAN

AIMEAPANO

nod-a eiri-& ein-no dou-ar-a
lord-PRED 2SG-NOM DEM.PROX-LOC exist-PST1-PRED
en-ka-n an ennal-&

be-SUBORD-2/3sG 1SG.GEN brother-NOM
di-me-d-r-a-lo
die-NEG-INTEN-PRS-PRED-FOC

‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” (Jn
11:21)
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Person

Long Personal Pronouns

With qualifiers:

(27) P.Ql 2 24.13-14 €1poY KOANO TENNA ENKAIO KOCA ENKAIO CaAAPA
KPEN TaYKINO:
eirou kol--lo genn-a en-ka-i-o
2sG alone-NOM-FOC good-PRED be-SUBORD-1SG-LOC
kos-a en-ka-i-o nad-d-r-a
bad-PRED be-SUBORD-1SG-LOC see-INTEN-PRS-PRED
kr-en tauk-ilo
come-PFV.PRS.2/3SG time-LOC

‘You alone, whether | am good or bad, will see when you come!
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Short Personal Pronouns

Short personal pronouns are used for:

(28) Topicalized subject
Focus-marked subject

Subject of nominal predicate

o N T o

Basis for other cases than locative, dative, and long genitive
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Person

Short Personal Pronouns

Topicalized subjects:

(29)

L 107.12-13 aion TeN GOYPIBAO CENNEN

ai-J-on ten Jjouri-a-lo sen-n-e
1SG-NOM-TOP 3PL.GEN cause-DAT-FOC ask-PRS-1SG.PRED

‘| ask about them. (Jn 17:9)
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Person

Short Personal Pronouns

Focus-marked subjects:

(30) P.Attiri 2.ii.2—-3 TaANO CKAECPPa KOEOYPKKOAK

tal-@-lo (i)sik-des-ir-r-a
3SG-NOM-FOC conquer-free-TR-PRS-PRED
ko-e-ourk-kol-ka
have-NMLZ-hungry-ADJ-ACC

‘He overcomes the power-hungry.
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Person

Short Personal Pronouns

Subject of a nominal predicate:

(31) P.QI'12.i.1-2 TeA 0oY2AOY2 OKKAE[P]ATOYEM' ONONKANETOYAM

ted oualou-a okkider-a-goue-m

3PL altogether(?)-PRED unjust.NMLZ-PRED-PL.PRED-AFF
onon-kane-gou-10

vain-NMLZ-PL-LOC

‘They are altogether unjust from vanities.” (Ps 61:10)
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Person

Kinship Possessors

Possessive prefixes that are obligatory on kinship terms in many Nubian
languages. Only attested on no/nia(m) ‘father’: &-no ‘my father’; er-no
‘your father’; Tan-nia(mt) ‘his father’.
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