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Determination

Determiner

There is one definite determiner: -x. The numeral oyex may be used as
indefinite determiner, but is not necessary.

(1) a. eTT-X ‘the woman'’
b. eTtoy (oyex) ‘a woman’
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Determination

Determiner

The definite determiner nearly always appears in the context of a
nominative, as it is dropped before any other case marking.

(2) L 113.2-5 [eic]ci AOATPITOYA MAMAAOCKAD TaPa IEPOYCAAMIO
KiCaNa
eissin  dodg-iri-gou-I-& masalosk-ilo tara
behold sorcerer-PL-PL-DET-NOM east-LOC  from
ierousalmi-o kis-an-a
Jerusalem-LOC come.PST2-3PL-PRED

‘Behold, magi arrived from the east in Jerusalem. (Mt 2:1)
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Determination

Demonstrative Pronouns

(3) a. em, pl. em-w-roy ‘this’
b. wMan, pl. Man-N-roy ‘that’
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Determination

Demonstrative Pronouns

Demonstrative pronouns may be used attributively:

(4) K 23.11-24.1 el KETa MANNEON ONTAKPATOYEKE MOYNTAM

nadaNacm”

ein ket-a malle-&-on

DEM.PROX way-PRED all-NOM-TOP
on-tak-r-a-goue-ke moun-t-16
love-PASS-PRS-PRED-PL.PRED-2PL hate-NMLZ-LOC
paj-ana-so

cease-IMP.2 /3PL.PRED-COMM

‘In all these ways, beloved, desist from hatred!
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Determination

Demonstrative Pronouns

And also independently:

(5) L 106.8-9 emiika neg[1]dap[aro]eion iHcoyc

ein-in-ka pes-ij-ar-a-lo-eion
DEM.PROX-PL-ACC speak-PLACT-PST1-PRED-FOC-TOP
iesousi-&

Jesus-NOM

‘These (things) Jesus said. (Jn 17:1)
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Determination

Demonstrative Pronouns

€N may be used as a relative pronoun in literary texts.

(6) P.QI 2 13.ii.24-28 CacOAPACH OYKa TANK TaPN CEYAETapPa/ . ..
TAKMBIN T2000YP HN' OYCCNAEKEAKA

nas-j-ar-a-sin ou-ka till-il-&
choose-PLACT-PST1-PRED-EMP 1PL.EXCL-ACC God-DET-NOM
tari-n seuae-gar-a iakob-in  gajjour én

3SG-GEN heir.PL-CAUS-PRED Jacob-GEN beauty DEM.PROX
ous-s-in-dekel-ka
want-PST2-2/3SG.PRED-CONJ-ACC

‘God chose us, making us his heirs, and the beauty of Jacob that
he loved. (Ps 46:5)
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Singular

The singular is unmarked in Old Nubian.
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Dual

The dual is created with the suffix -an/fi followed by the tp1 ‘pair(?)’,
which may be marked with plural -roy.
The dual is attested with only a few nouns, including body parts:

(7)

-~ 0o Q0 T o

Map-N Tpi'pair of eyes’

0e-N Tp1 ‘pair of feet’

ayp-aN TPt ‘pair of wings/shoulders’

OYAT-aN TPl ‘pair of ears’

KO-aN TPt ‘pair of dominions (i.e., Makuria and Alwa)’
TA-N Tp1 ‘pair of (heathen) gods'’
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Dual

Especially the dual for ‘gods’ is pretty wild:

8) SC 21.3-4 Tap1d Goo[kk]a karmecoyN oYkoYPPm© TAAN Tpe
( ra .

KOYANALCAPPANKEX"

tari-o  jo-ok-ka kap-es-ou-n oukour-ro
3SG-LOC go-PST1-ACC eat-PST2-1/2PL-GEN day-LOC
till-in  tre

God-DU pair.PRED
koull-an-ar-r-a-lke-a
like-INCH-INTEN-PRS-PRED-AFF.PRS.2PL-DD

e

On the day that you have eaten what has come from it you will
become like gods."’
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Plural

There are two sets of plural suffixes.
The first set includes the most common plural suffix is -roy. It not
obligatory if plurality can be inferred from context.

(9) a. oypoy-roy ‘kings'
b. eapm-oyroy ‘heavens’
c. aac-ikoy ‘fish (Cyprinus lepidotus)’
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Plural

The second set comprises suffixes ending in -1: -p1, -n1, -AL, -1. These are
lexically determined and obligatory.

(10) a. ioyaaudc-pi ‘Jews'
b. Ti-m ‘cows’

c. 0em-Ai ‘years'

d. cnn-e ‘nations’ < *cr-i-a

They commonly occur in combination with -roy.

(11) a. woyr-pi-roy ‘dogs’
b. oykp-i-roy ‘days’
C. caxx-Ni-roy ‘anchorites’
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Plural

There are a few irregular plurals.

(12) a. e ‘woman, wife', pl. emioy
b. ToT ‘child’, pl. Toyy
C. €KKA-aTT ‘prophet’, pl. ekka-a€l
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Case

Structural Cases

Structural cases mark the main semantic roles in a sentence: subjects,
direct objects, and indirect objects. Old Nubian has a
nominative—accusative case marking system, meaning that subjects of
transitive and intransitive verbs are marked with the same structural case.

(13) Nominative -@ Subject of intransitive verb; agent of the

transitive verb

Genitive -n(2) Subject of intransitive verb; agent of the
transitive verb in non-coreferential attributive relative clause,
possessor

Accusative -ka. Patient of transitive verb, animate recipient of
ditransitive verb, duration

Dative -xa  (In)animate recipient of ditransitive verb, location,
direction, time
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Case

Lexical Cases

Lexical cases mark adjuncts in a sentence

(14) Locative -xo Direction, location, time; may be followed by a

large number of postpositions

Allative -tA(Ae) Direction

Superessive -a0 Location above/upward direction

Subessive -aon/amn  Location below/downward direction
(rare)

Vocative -0 Addressee (rare)

Comitative -aax  ‘With’ or ‘against’ (rare)

Adessive -a¢ ‘Adjacent/next to' (rare)
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Case

Position of Case Marking

Case marks the end of the entire noun phrase.

(15) M 10.4-6 Man ATIMAAEION TIAPOENOCOY CCCOY MAPIAN KCCEANO

CONGAPa

man dipp-ila-eion parthenosou nissou maria-n
DEM.DIST village-DAT-TOP virgin holy Mary-GEN
kisse-1-o-lo nonj-ar-a

church-DET-NOM-FOC stand-PST1-PRED

‘In that village stood the church of the Holy Virgin Mary!
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Double Object Marking

If the indirect object is inanimate, the dative is used:

(16) St 12.12-13.1 TaN OPMCEN WOKKa TEIA KECEN TOOAP ENKAN

tan orose-n sok-ka pei-a kisse-la
3SG.GEN praise-GEN book-ACC write-PRED church-DAT
tij-j-ar en-ka-n

give>2/3-PLACT-PST1 be-SUBORD-2/3SG

‘If he wrote books of its praise and gave them to the church ...’
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Double Object Marking

If the indirect object is animate, the accusative is used:

(17)

FP 1.3-4 @ Th\0 goka nafoy]oyna ceigera A€NaMH

tillo soka paouou-na seiw-e-ka
God.FOC book.ACC power-GEN inherit-NMLZ-ACC
den-a-me

give>1-PRED-JUS.SG

‘Let God give me, the inheritor of power, the book!
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Denominal Postpositions

There are two types of postpositions: denominal and deverbal
postpositions. Denominal postpositions derive from nouns. They may
follow a locative case -)\o, but are also attested after other cases and the
determiner.

(18) DET + ay®/aya ‘within’
DET/LOC + kaxo ‘downstream, after’
GEN + Ken\Ika/keekka ‘as, according to'
LOC + MaXo ‘according to'
DET + MO\ ‘near’
GEN + napo/nape ‘beside’
DET/GEN/LOC + 0po ‘upstream, before’
DET/GEN/LOC + Tayo ‘under’
GEN + Toy ‘inside’
DAT/LOC + Toycoy ‘before’
GEN + doypi-; LOC/LE + Soyn ‘about, because of’
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Case

Denominal Postpositions

(19) Dong 1.i.21-23 Ma@aN OCKEAD THMa €A ON TEPN KOYA aYD

TTIIEICANA
masan  os-k-e-10 timm-a ei-la
Sun.GEN come.out-NMLZ-NMLZ-LOC gather-PRED hand-DAT
on teri-n koul auo  pi-eis-an-a

and 3PL-GEN cave.DET within lie-PST2-3PL-PRED

‘At sunrise, they gathered together and lied within their cave!
(Ps 103:22)
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Case

Deverbal Postpositions

Deverbal postpositions derive from verbal roots. They follow a locative
case -\0.

(20) LOC + KCKX ‘until, up to’
LOC + ko ‘by, through’
LOC + koNO/KkoNa ‘after’
LOC + Tapa ‘from’
LOC + T6o ‘with, from’
LOC + 6wa ‘through, by, because of’
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Case

Deverbal Postpositions

(21) L 108.3-4 €l TALCAO KM TEKKA €LAPIGECMON

ein tans-ilo ko tek-ka
2SG.GEN name-LOC through 3PL-ACC
eidn-ij-e-so

keep-PLACT-IMP.2/3SG.PRED-COMM

‘Keep them through your name!” (Jn 17:11)
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Qualification

Possession

Possession is marked with a genitive:

(22) M 5.12-14 cCcoy MHNAN KECETANEAD SOYPE"

nissou mena-n kisse-gille-1o Jjou-r-e
holy Menas-GEN church-ALL-FOC go-PRS-1SG.PRED

‘I go to the church of Saint Ménas!
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Qualification

Adjectives

Qualifiers (adjectives, relative clauses) usually follow nouns.

(23) copTWFE ZADPE CWOK KONGIA AAD KEMCHDNTOYA

sortow-ei ado-phei  nook kon-j-il ado
priest-PL white-INT glory have-PLACT-PRS twenty
kemson-gou-I

four-PL-DET

‘24 sparkling white, glorious priests’
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Qualification

Adjectives

But if they precede the noun, they have a restrictive reading.

(24) raAKPPel COOK KONOIN APEN KEMCMNIOYKA

gad-kinfei nook kon-j-il an-el
flesh-NEG.ADJ glory have-PLACT-PRS live-PFV.PRS
kemso-n-gou-ka

four-PL-PL-ACC

‘four incorporeal, glorious animals’
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Qualification

Attributive Relative Clauses

Like adjectives, attributive relative clauses usually follow the noun. It is
possible to relativize the subject:

(25) amorroy €KKa OYATPA

apoggou eik-ka  oulgr-il
boatsman 2SG-ACC hear-PRS.DET

‘the boatsman that hears you’



NubiaFEST 2020 Old Nubian Crash CourseDay 2 — Noun Phrases

Qualification

Attributive Relative Clauses

Like adjectives, attributive relative clauses usually follow the noun. It is
possible to relativize the subject:

(27) amorroy €KKa OYATPA

apoggou eik-ka  oulgr-il
boatsman 2SG-ACC hear-PRS.DET

‘the boatsman that hears you’
And to relativize the object:

(28) amorroy €mna OYATPA

apoggou ein-na  oulgr-il
boatsman 2SG-GEN hear-PRS.DET

‘the boatsman that you hear’

NB: in non-coreferential (object-relativizing) RCs, the subject of the RC
is marked with genitive!
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Qualification

Attributive Relative Clauses

When they precede the noun, they have a restrictive reading.

(29) emna OYATPA amorrx

ein-na  oulgr-il  apogg-il
2SG-GEN hear-PRS boatsman-DET

‘the boatsman that you hear’ (rather than the boatsman you
don’t hear — restrictive reading)



NubiaFEST 2020 Old Nubian Crash CourseDay 2 — Noun Phrases

Qualification

Attributive Relative Clauses

When they precede the noun, they have a restrictive reading.

(31) emna OYATPA amorrx

ein-na  oulgr-il  apogg-il
2SG-GEN hear-PRS boatsman-DET

‘the boatsman that you hear’ (rather than the boatsman you
don’t hear — restrictive reading)

RCs can also be used independently (without antecedent):

(32) oyarpmroyx

oulgr-il-gou-1
hear-PRS-PL-DET

‘those that hear’
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Qualification

Noun Coordination

Two coordinated terms ‘A and B’:

(33) AB
Aon B

A-ae B-aekep

o N T o

A-Age on B-aexep
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Qualification

Noun Coordination

Three coordinated terms ‘A, B, and C':

(34) a. A-ae B-ae C-aexep
b. A-ae on B-ae C-aexep
c. A-ae B-ae on C-aekep
d.

A-a€ on B-ae on C-aekep
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Qualification

Noun Coordination

(35) K 33.15-34.2 TanNaCH COKX ON TMEKX GEX EANENTOYAO KEKANO

AMHN:HH+

tan-n-a-sin nok-il-& on toek-il-@ Jel
3SG-GEN-PRED-EMP glory-DET-NOM and power-DET-NOM age
ellen-gou-lo kiskillo ameén

eternity-PL-LOC until.LOC amen

‘His is the glory and the power, until the eternity of the ages,
amen!
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Qualification

Noun Coordination

(36) K 25.10-14 xopaka €TENNON ENNa AEAAE OKKANNHAEKEKKA
KOKEIPa KOPEKa KEla EITECO’

kora-ka et-en-non ein-na
sacrament-ACC take-PFV.PRS.2/3SG-TOP 2SG-GEN
aeil-de ok-kanné-dekek-ka  ko-keir-a

heart-cONJ feel-NMLZ-CONJ-ACC pure-CAUS-PRED
kore-ka kei-a eit-e-so

sacrament-ACC come-PRED take-IMP.2/3SG.PRED-COMM

‘When you take the sacrament, purify your heart and feelings,
and come and take the sacrament!’
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Qualification

Noun Coordination

Other coordinators:

(37) A enkan B enkan: ‘either A or B’
A menen B menen: ‘either A or B’
A-enae B-enage: ‘neither A nor B’

A B-enkw: ‘A but B’

o N T o
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Qualification

Noun Coordination

(38) GAL i.4-9 OYNNITAKOMON: TTOKOAX: MENEN' CaAd’ CANALI
MENEN: AOYLPAAO ENANA

ounn-itak-ol-@-lon pokod-a  menen nad-a
bear-PASS-PST1.DET-NOM-TOP lame-PRED or 77-PRED
nalani menen doun-r-a-lo en-d-n-a

7 or blind-PRS-PRED-FOC be-INTEN-PRS.2/3SG-PRED

‘The one who has been born will be either lame or (...) or blind.
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