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Topic/Focus

Topic marker -elon (variants -oN, -AON, -KON, -NON, -poN marks the topic
of the clause, which is information already known to the listener. The
topic marker always marks the first constituent of a clause.

Focus marker -xo/x@ marks the focus of the clause, which is new
information.
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Topic/Focus

(1)

SC 17.22-23 GOYNGOYPTAO CBAAM AOYAPa" CA[ANON] TAAIN2NO
[A]oyona:

Jjoun~jour-t-lo sal-o-16 dou-ar-a-&
cause~INT-NMLZ-LOC word-NOM-FOC exist-PST1-PRED
sal-I-z-on till-ila-lo dou-on-a

word-DET-NOM-TOP God-DAT-FOC exist-PST1.2/3SG-PRED

‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God.
(Un 1:1)
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Topic/Focus
(2) M 9.16-10.8 KYPIAKEN OYKOYP €INNNON’ ATMOTTA AMMAAD KEAS KICNA'

KOPEK™ €TNIA" MAN ATMIAAEION TIAPOENOCOY CCCOY MAPIAN KCCENNO
CONOaPa" TAPIAEION TOPa KICNA® KOPEK' €TNIA

kuriake-n oukour ein-in-non apogg-il-& dipp-id-do
Sunday-GEN day  be-PRS.2/3SG-TOP boatsman-DET-NOM village-DET-SUPE
ked-a ki-s-n-a kore-k eit-ni-a

ascend-PRED come-PST2-2/3SG-PRED sacrament-ACC receive-SUBORD.SG-PRED
man dipp-ila-eion parthenosou nissou maria-n kisse-1-&-lo

DEM.DIST village-DAT-TOP virgin holy Mary-GEN church-DET-NOM-FOC
nonj-ar-a tari-a-eion tor-a ki-s-n-a kore-k
stand-PST1-PRED 3SG-DAT-TOP enter-PRED come-PST2-2/3SG-PRED sacrament-ACC
eit-ni-a

receive-SUBORD.SG-PRED

‘As it was Sunday, the sailor went up to the village to receive the sacrament. In that village
stood the church of the Holy Virgin Mary. There he entered to receive the sacrament.
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Obligatory Focus Marking

The focus marker is obligatory on nominal predicates in a main clause:

(3) P.QI 2 21.ii.9-11 wwcHP1 COYTOYE AAYOYA MATAPANO

16séphi soutoue dauoul-& matar-a-lo
Tosephi scribe great.DET-NOM witness-PRED-FOC

‘losephi, the Great Scribe, is witness.
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Obligatory Focus Marking

The focus marker is obligatory on negative verbal predicates in a main

clause:

(4)

St 5.12-6.3 canoy aika €riAlCOY OYEKKENAE OYPOYEID
AEKKITPMCCENO’

salou ai-ka egid-is-ou ouek-k-ende our-ou-eio
word 1SG-ACC ask-PST2-J one-ACC-NEG.CONJ 2PL-J-LOC

conceal-CAUS-NEG-PST2-1SG.PRED-FOC

‘I did not conceal from you any word which you asked me'
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Subordination

Temporal Clauses

— Bare temporal clauses
— Temporal clause with suffix

With -xo ‘when’;

With -xo kowno ‘after’;

With xaxo ‘since,’ lit. ‘north, downstream’.
— Temporal clause with conjunction

With xexxm ‘as’;
With nayoy(ka) ‘until’.
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Subordination

Temporal Clauses

® -~ 0 20 T o

ATOTTANON
ATMOTTANON
ATIOTTANON
ATMOTTANON
ATMOTTANON
ATOTTANON

ATIOTTANON

nech’: ‘While the boatsman speaks, ...’
niecen': ‘When the boatsman speaks/spoke, ...’
necenno’: ‘When the boatsman spoke, . ..'
neceNNo Kono': ‘After the boatsman spoke, ...’
neceN Karo': ‘Since the boatsman spoke, ...’
neceN KeM': ‘As the boatsman spoke, ...’

i

neceN mayoy(ka): ‘Until the boatsman spoke, ...
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Subordination

Conditional Clauses

(Non-)coreferential bare conditional clause with dxech ‘if":

(6)
(7)

SAECN anorrTh alka GarciN’ coria doype: ‘If the boatsman kicks
me, | go home!

SAECN aMorrika Garcipl' coria doype: ‘If | kick the boatsman, |
go home!
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Subordination

Conditional Clauses

Non-coreferential bare conditional clause with -ko/-xa and locative -\o:

1sc -KO-1-0
2/3SG | -Ko-N-NO
1/2pL | -k0-0Y-0
3PL -KO-aN-NO

(8) amorrX aika GArCIKONNO® COMAa Goype: ‘If the boatsman kicks
me, | go home!

(9) but *anorrika GArCIKOIO" COrAA GOYPE
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Subordination

Final Clauses

Coreferential final clause with -t& (sg.)/-noya (pl.)

(10) rcorxa doype: amorrika darcmua: ‘| go home in order to kick the
boatsman’
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Subordination

Final Clauses

Non-coreferential final clause with -ko/-ka, locative -0, and predicate
marker -a:

1sG -KO-1-0-3
2/3SG | -KO-N-NO-&
1/2PL | -k0-0Y-0-2
3PL -KO-aN-NO-a

(11) rorxa Soypo' amorrika GArcikonnod: ‘We go home so that you
kick the boatsman’
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Subordination

Causal Clauses

Causal clauses are formed by a bare temporal clause with the conjunction
GOYPPW; -Xe GOYN/AO GOYN; Or A0 GWa..
(12) amorrinon mniecen Goyppw': ‘Because the boatsman spoke, ...
(13) amorrinon mecenne Soyn' : ‘Because the boatsman spoke, . ..

(14) amorrizon necenno dwa: : ‘Because the boatsman spoke, . ..
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The Miracle of Saint Mina

British Museum Or.

MS 6805
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British Museum Or. MS 6805 containing The Miracle of Saint Mina. As a result of the colonialist heritage that continues to dominate
British Museum policy, these images are not publicly available despite scholars having acquired them for their own research with public
money. I'd be happy to share these high-res images with anyone who asks me.
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The Miracle of Saint Mina

(15)

M 1.1-3 COKKOPa XPICTOCN MAPTYPOCOY LCCCOY MHNANA AYCAAD'

nokkor-a khristos-in  marturosou nissou mena-na
miracle-PRED Christ-GEN martyr holy Mina-GEN
au-s-a-1o

make-PST2-PRED-FOC

‘This is a miracle that Saint Mina, the martyr of Christ,
performed.
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The Miracle of Saint Mina

The Miracle of Saint Mina

(16) M 1.4-5 TAAN TOKNNAYENO &MA"

till-in tokinnaue-lo amé(n)
God-GEN peace-LOC amen

‘In the peace of God, amen!



NubiaFEST 2020 Old Nubian Crash CourseDay 5 — Sentences and Subordination
The Miracle of Saint Mina

(17) M 1.5 onTakparoyeke

on-tak-r-a-goue-ke
love-PASS-PRS-PRED-PL.PRED-2PL

‘Beloved!”
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The Miracle of Saint Mina

The Miracle of Saint Mina

(18)

M 1.5-8 €TTOY OYEANO ATIMOY OYEAAA AOYAPA" AAEZANAPEN'
WKTOYA >

eittou ouel-@-lo dippou ouel-la  dou-ar-a
woman one-NOM-FOC village one-DAT exist-PST1-PRED
alexandre-n sik-gou-la

Alexandria-GEN district-ground-DAT

‘There was a woman living in a village, in the district of
Alexandria.
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The Miracle of Saint Mina

(19) M 1.8-11 TapoN MIpa ATENAE OYNNAPA MENNAADM' LCAK'ENAE

ACKENAE’

tar-J-on mir-a ag-ende ounn-ar-a
3SG-NOM-TOP barren-PRED sit-NEG.CONJ bear-PST1-PRED
men-n-a-16 nak-ende
not.be-PRS.2/3SG-PRED-FOC son.ACC-NEG.CONJ

as-k-ende

daughter-ACC-NEG.CONJ

‘She remained barren and bore neither son nor daughter’
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The Miracle of Saint Mina

(20) M 1.11-2.2 e1pTTOY COYKTAM AIEIKON KOANO ENONA" CEYATTKON

KONMENNIAD'

eifiittou noukt-16 diei-k-on

wealth abundance.NMLZ-LOC be.many-ACC-TOP
ko-a-lo en-on-a seu-att-k-on

have-PRED-FOC be-PST1.2/3SG-PRED inherit-NMLZ-ACC-TOP
kon-men-n-a-1o
have-NEG-PRS.2/3SG-PRED-FOC

‘In abundant wealth she possessed much, but she had no heir!
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The Miracle of Saint Mina

(21) M 2.2-4 N Ceell GOYPIA EIXEION TaAN' SEAAA MATKAPICNA”

ein neein Jouri-a ei-a-eion tan
DEM.PROX thing.GEN cause-DAT say-PRED-TOP 3SG.GEN
aeil-la maik-ar-is-n-a

heart-DAT afflict-TR-PST2-2/3SG-PRED

‘Talking about this thing hurt her heart!
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The Miracle of Saint Mina

(22) M 2.5-10 Tan COrAa AOYAPA MDHMANTOYKKETANNEEION
MEIPATOYEAD €1CCANA" MEAGOYNN TAEITOYA' TOYEITOYA
AOYTPATITOYAM KIECKAND'

tan nog-la dou-ar-a missan-gou-k-ketalle-eion
3SG.GEN house-DAT exist-PST1-PRED all-PL-DET-also-TOP
meir-a-goue-16 eis-s-an-a
barren-PRED-PL.PRED-FOC be-PST2-3PL-PRED

medjou-ni-n taei-gou-I-& touei-gou-1-&
servant-PL-GEN girl.PL-PL-DET-NOM cOW.PL-PL-DET-NOM
doutrap-igou-10 kieiskillo

fowl-PL-LOC  until.LOC

‘Also all who lived at her house were barren, the servant girls, the
cows, up to the fowls!
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The Miracle of Saint Mina

British Museum Or. MS 6805
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British Museum Or. MS 6805 containing The Miracle of Saint Mina. As a result of the colonialist heritage that continues to dominate
British Museum policy, these images are not publicly available despite scholars having acquired them for their own research with public
money. I'd be happy to share these high-res images with anyone who asks me.
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Thank You!

Contact

Email
vincent@vangervenoei.com

Support
https://ko-fi.com/ontakragoueke

Follow
http://www.twitter.com/ontakragoueke
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